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WEBINAR REPORT

Multilateral Approach to Climate Human Rights
and the Declaration of Peace and Cessation of War (DPCW)

Date and Time: Thursday, February 1%, 2024, 13:30-15:30 (UTC)

Location: Online (Zoom)

Topics: Multilateral Approach to Climate Human Rights

Host: HWPL Global 03 Branch

Language: English, Portuguese

Participants: 76 People from India, Bangladesh, Maldives, Sao tome and Principe,

Marshall Islands, Philippines, Afghanistan, Pakistan (8 countries)

Guest of Honour & Speaker:

1) Hon Dr. Kamal Hossain, HWPL International Law Peace Committee (ILPC) & 1%t Law Minister of
Bangladesh & Former Vice-President of International Law Association (ILA) of Bangladesh Branch,
Bangladesh

2) H.E. Ms. Aminath Shauna, Former Minister of Ministry of Environment, Climate Change and
Technology. Maldives

3) Hon. Hiroshi Yamamura, Former Minister of Public Works and Current Senator of Utrok Atoll in the
Marshall Islands

4) Mr. Sunil Zode, Chairman of Indian chamber of commerce for Affirmative Action (ICCAA) & National
council for Legal awareness, India

5) Prof. (Dr.) Md Abdul Awal Khan, Department of Law, Independent University, Bangladesh (IUB),
Bangladesh

6) Prof. (Dr.) Sairam Bhat, Professor of Law, National Law School of India University (NLSIU), Bengaluru,
India & Coordinator, Centre for Environmental Law Education, Research and Advocacy (CEERA)

7) Uza. lhusana Hamid, Lawyer of Maldives
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< Webinar hosting and watching video of Webinar’s Purpose session >

“Our collective effort to reduce greenhouse gas by 2030 to limit temperature to 1.5 degrees. this is
the only way for us to avoid a global humanitarian crisis. Climate change does not discriminate
geographical boundaries. We all feel its impacts every single day. We must treat it like the emergency
itis”

- H.E. Ms. Aminath Shauna, Former Minister of Ministry of Environment Climate Change and

Technology, Maldives

“We don't have any mountains all of them are at faults. And these are the things that we encounter
up to this date. As for the climate change, everybody knows and it's all similar and under the compact
if the sea level rise happened, then maybe most of our population will be migrated.”

- Hon. Hiroshi Yamamura, Former Minister of Public Works and Current Senator of Utrok Atoll

in the Marshall Islands

“In the face of these challenges, it is imperative for businessmen to adopt a proactive attitude towards
climate change. They should prioritize sustainable practices, invest in renewable enerqgy, minimize
carbon emissions, and integrate climate resilience into their business strategies.”

- Mr. Sunil Zode, Chairman of Indian chamber of commerce for Affirmative Action (ICCAA) &

National council for Legal awareness, India

"Human Rights Based Approach (HRBA) actually focuses on traditional labor, marginalized groups. that
means to ensure equality for the marginalized group people it is one of the major challenges. So
these are the core human rights based approach elements.”

- Dr. Md. Abdul Awal Khan, Professor, Department of Law, Independent University, Bangladesh (IUB),
Bangladesh
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“climate change is not a myth let's face it. We focus on human duties that one human being owes to
another human being.”

- Prof. (Dr.) Sairam Bhat, Professor of Law, National Law School of India University (NLSIU),
Bengaluru, India & Coordinator, Centre for Environmental Law Education, Research and
Advocacy (CEERA)

" | must assert that fundamental human rights and climate change are interconnected, necessitating
serious discussions and actions. ”

- Uza. lhusana Hamid, Lawyer of Maldives

Through this webinar, the audience will be able to interpret and understand in
detail the impact of climate change on various human rights-labor, women,
environment, social culture, and education- including major human rights, through
experts in international law and human rights. the webinar aims to articulate the
rights of individuals and the obligations of states amidst climate change, specifying
the implementation of international human rights norms and building mechanisms

for human rights accountability in the current context of each country.

< Introduction Webinar >

From July 2022 to today, HWPL(Heavenly Culture, World Peace, Restoration of Light) hosted the human
rights webinars entitled "Human Rights revealed by Climate Change". Through these events, the people
of South Asia, including India, Bangladesh and the Maldives, have recognized the reality of climate

change and the need to protect human rights.

This webinar ended successfully with about 80 participants (from 8 countries) including Human Rights
activists, law professors, lawyers, president of Civil Society, and students.

H.E. Ms. Aminath Shauna, Former Minister of Ministry of Environment, Climate Change and Technology,
Maldives / Hon. Hiroshi Yamamura, Former Minister of Public Works and Current Senator of Utrok Atoll
in the Marshall Islands / Mr. Sunil Zode, Chairman of Indian chamber of commerce for Affirmative Action

(ICCAA) & National council for Legal awareness, india delivered the encouragement.
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The webinar established the concept of human rights and provided a concrete understanding on the
protection of human rights in relation to climate change by approaching the current situation in
countries facing the climate crisis as human rights. In addition, through the Climate Change Education
and Climate Human Rights Act, the country and civil society reconsidered the need for peace and created

an opportunity to recognize the various perspectives on the protection of human rights.

Three speakers conveyed their opinion based on their expertise, addressing the current context and the
attitudes individuals should adopt to tackle the problem. Afterwards, participants have had time to freely
share their impressions(thoughts and opinions) on the topic. Furthermore, they gathered their sincere

hearts forming a sense of solidarity with countries and civil society around the world.

< Background & Relevance >

Climate change issues are closely linked to various areas of human activity such as climate security,
climate inequality, climate human rights, climate diplomacy, and climate refugees. Above all, climate
change has a direct impact on basic human life. In particular, it threatens various human rights, including
the right to life, the right to adequate food and water, the right to health, the right to adequate housing,
and the right to self-determination. In this way, climate change has become a significant obstacle to the

realization of human rights established in the International Bill of Human Rights framework.

The impact of climate change is greater for certain groups, including poor countries or the poor who
have limited recovery capacity and resources. according to a report by Development Assistance Research
Associates (DARA), developed countries account for 15% of global deaths due to climate change, while

developing countries account for 83%.

A research team led by Katharine Mach at Stanford University stated that “up to 20% of armed conflicts
in the 20th century were caused by climate change and extreme weather events, and the impact is
increasing further in the 27st century.” Consequently, climate change can become a cause or result of
international conflicts and tensions. In addition, due to the depletion of resources and the changes in
landscapes and borders due to the climate crisis, it is predicted that people will migrate; conflicts will

escalate; and militarism will intensify.

Today, climate change poses the most urgent and widespread threat to the basic rights of the global
community, which can rival even the impacts of war. To resolve the climate crisis and establish ultimately
equivalent for global peace, HWPL Global 03 Branch aims to resolve practical climate human rights
issues by implementing the MAC Project based on Article 10 of the DPCW, 'Spreading the Culture of

Peace’, as its basic spirit

< Guest of Honour’s Congratulatory Speech >
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» H.E. Ms. Aminath Shauna, Former Minister of Ministry of Environment, Climate Change

and Technology, Maldives

H.E. Ms. Aminath Shauna

Former Minister
Ministry of Environment, Climate Change
and Technology, Maldives

Prevention of conflict arising because of resource depletion,
Climate disasters can only be prevented by our collective efforts.

P a very good afternoon to you all. Firstly, let me thank HWPL for this wonderful opportunity to speak
on the topic of human rights and climate change. Today we have so many countries represented in this
room some quite different from our islands but some very similar to our islands as well. But we all share
the same problem today, whether you are from the home of the Himalayas mountains or landlocked
Central Asian country, we are all in the same globe. Human caused climate change is affecting every

region across the globe, impacting nature and people.

» The Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change says limiting warming to around 1.5 degrees of
global greenhouse gas emissions to peak before 2025 at the latest and be reduced by 43 percent by
2030. To put this into perspective, 2030 is just so close to us and just 6 years from now or in more
alarming terms, just about 75 months from now, a world beyond 1.5 degrees is a world that will not be
kind to small islands. So, when we talk about 1.5 degrees, what we're really talking about is whether

our country remains functional, whether it remains habitable.

» We don't allow any unsustainable fisheries in our waters, but the Maldives cannot do this alone if
temperatures go beyond 1.5. We're talking about serious human rights issues not just in the Maldives
Worldwide as well. Extreme weather is already causing food security problems around the world from
drought to floods, climate change knows no borders. What is evident is that climate change if
unaddressed by 2030, will cause migration in many parts of the world. In a world already overburdened
by socio economic issues causing political unrest. Climate change impacts will continue to exacerbate

these problems.

» Prevention of conflict arising because of resource depletion, Climate disasters can only be
prevented by our collective efforts. Our collective effort to reduce greenhouse gas by 2030 to limit
temperature to 1.5 degrees. This is the only way for us to avoid a global humanitarian crisis. Climate
change does not discriminate geographical boundaries. We all feel its impacts every single day. We must

treat it like the emergency it is.
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> Hon Dr. Kamal Hossain, HWPL International Law Peace Committee (ILPC) & 15t Law
Minister of Bangladesh & Former Vice-President of International Law Association (ILA)

of Bangladesh Branch, Bangladesh

Hon. Dr. Kamal Hossain

Committee Member
HWPL International Law Peace Committee (ILPC)
1st Law Minister
Bangladesh
Former Vice-President
International Law Association(ILA) of Bangladesh Branch
Senior Advocate
Supreme Court of Bangladesh

» Climate change has become significant obstacle to the realization of human rights. It has direct
impact on the human rights, in particular threatens right to adequate food, adequate water, right to

shelter, right to health, right to adequate housing and self-determination.
» | hope and wish that this webinar organized by HWPL shall contribute towards the protection of

Climate change.

» Hon. Hiroshi Yamamura, Former Minister of Public Works and Current Senator of Utrok
Atoll in the Marshall Islands
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Hon. Hiroshi Yamamura

Former Minister
Public Works in the Marshall islands
Current Sanator
Utrok Atoll in the Marshall islands

p for those who don't know where the Marshal Island is Marshal Island is south kind of a southeast
from Honolulu about it's about like 3000 miles south of Honolulu and about came distance from between

Fiji and Honolulu Monal Island is no different than Tuvalu, Kiribas, Maldives and all these low lying atolls.

» We don't have any mountains all of them are at faults. And these are the things that we encounter
up to this date. As for the climate change, everybody knows and it's all similar and under the

compact if the sea level rise happened, then maybe most of our population will be migrated.
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> Mr. Sunil Zode, Chairman of Indian chamber of commerce for Affirmative Action (ICCAA)

& National council for Legal awareness, india

Mr. Sunil Zode

Chairman
Indian chamber of commerce for
Affirmative Action (ICCAA)
& National council for Legal awareness
India

P It is an honor to address such a distinguished audience today, particularly on a topic as pressing and
vital as the protection of human rights in the face of climate change. As we participate in this webinar,
we are reminded of the interconnectedness of our world, where the impacts of climate change
transcend borders and affect us all. The urgency to safeguard human rights amidst these environmental

challenges has never been greater.

» Climate change has had a significant impact on India, leading to unpredictable weather patterns,
extreme heatwaves, erratic rainfall, and rising sea levels, among other challenges. These changes have
affected agriculture, water resources, biodiversity, and public health, posing serious threats to food

security, livelihoods, and economic growth.

» In the face of these challenges, it is imperative for businessmen to adopt a proactive attitude
towards climate change. They should prioritize sustainable practices, invest in renewable energy,
minimize carbon emissions, and integrate climate resilience into their business strategies. By taking
proactive measures, businesses can not only mitigate their environmental impact but also contribute

to the country's efforts in addressing climate change and building a more sustainable future.

» Together, we have the opportunity to amplify our voices and drive meaningful change on a global
scale. As we navigate the complexities of our time, let us remember that the pursuit of peace is
not a solitary endeavor but a collective journey. It is a journey that requires empathy, courage, and
unwavering commitment to upholding the rights and dignity of every individual, regardless of their

nationality, ethnicity, or creed.

P In closing, | express my sincere hope that today’'s webinar serves as a catalyst for future peace activities
and inspires us all to redouble our efforts in building a more just, equitable, and sustainable world for
generations to come. | thank HWPL for their efforts to organize this webinar to raise awareness about

climate change.
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» Dr. Md. Abdul Awal Khan, Professor, Dept. of Law, Independent University, Bangladesh

Major Challenges to Mainstreaming HRBA in
the Legal System of Bangladesh

. MalmuoammgnNRBA in the legal system is not an easy task for developing countries like
Bangladesh, where the human rights protection mechanism remains weal

+ Moreover, managing climate-displaced people within national jurisdiction presents many
common (hdllenges in Bangladesh, including resources, capacity, and finance.

* As disaster suddenly strikes, systematic coordination amunﬁ the actors to respond to the
extensive and immediate action remains daunting. Generally, cyclones, tropical storms,
and floods take a heavy toll on the coastal areas of Bangladesh.

* There is evidence that the disaster situation gets worse in the remote islands of the
central coastline of Bangladesh because access becomes difficult due to insufficient
transportation facilities.

+ Therefore, people living in remote and coastal areas face more human rights su"eunF
than other disaster-affected areas. Hence, HRBA lacks implementation, particularly for
the people living in vulnerable areas.
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» My topic relating to this discussion is basically focused on in Bangladesh context and you know that

Bangladesh is one of the victims of climate change and there in Bangladesh.

» they need different kinds of support to provide their human rights issues but to human rights

framework and human rights based approach is a conceptual framework and if you want to include it

in the policy framework, there are a few issues.

Human Rights Based Approach

+ conceptual framework for the process of human
development that is normatively based on
international human rights standards and operationally
directed to promoting and protecting human rights.

* [t seeks to analyse inequalities which lie at the heart of
development problems and redress discriminatory
practices and unjust distributions of power that impede
development progress and often result in groups of
people being left behind

(UN Definition )

» human rights based approach it seeks

inequalities which lies in the heart of

development

distribution

governance

discriminatory

problems and the

practices and unjust

power that impede

development progress and often result in
groups of people being left behind. So major
elements of Human Rights Based Approach
(HRBA) we can mentioned that it is
problem that means
transparency, accountability. This is one of

the major challenges that we face in

developing counties and states.

» And if we focus on the substantive, substantive elements then we can see that experts focus on

fundamental rights, non-discrimination and this always remains one of the challenges and equality.

Human Rights Based Approach actually focuses on traditional labor, marginalized groups. that

means to ensure equality for the marginalized group people it is one of the major challenges. so these

are the core human rights based approach elements.




Heavenly Culture World Peace
Restoration of Light www.hwpl.kr

(@

» More challenges mainstreaming

human rights in the legal system of
Major elements

practice Bangladesh is it's not an easy task

and also because the human rights

+ govemance:transparency and mechanism remains one of the
accountability,

weaker situation and moreover,

+ procedural: participation,
consultation, and access to
information; substantive:

managing climate displaced
+ express focus on fundamental
rights, non-discrimination and

people  within the national

+ equality: focus on traditionally
marginalised groups

jurisdiction it presents many

common challenges.

» So to ensure that human based
approach in the legal system of Bangladesh or legal and policy framework and then we, there are these
challenges remains a deadlock. To overcome if we are able to overcome all those challenges, then

we'll be provided a better support for the climate displaced people or climate affected people.

> Prof. (Dr.) Sairam Bhat, Professor of Law, National Law School of India University
(NLSIU), Bengaluru, India & Coordinator, Centre for Environmental Law Education,
Research and Advocacy (CEERA)
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» climate change is interestingly, not necessarily that is human induced. It can be induced by natural
phenomena or natural process and yet it can affect your human rights. you know, in climate human
rights, you don't know whom to blame you don't know whom to know, find fault with you know, nature
is now showing you that. | believe that climate change has affected human rights in a way that

human rights jurisprudence has never visualized it before.

P scientists believe that climate change will make poor people poorer. This is a possibility and this is a
challenge for international human rights. Are we prepared to deal with this on a global scale or on

an international scale? | think this is one critical factor that we have to discuss.
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HUMAN & DEVELOPMENT V. CLIMATE - : . g » when it comes to climate,

& DISASTER o
please understand that it is the

= The Supreme Court had appointed Ravi Chopra as Chairman of the High- X e ) y ¥ poor who will be suffering from
Powered Committee to oversee the implementation of the Uttarakhand ~ - e S,
Chardham road widening project.

climate disasters. It will be the

poor who will suffer from
= 97.42% of the total geographical area of Himachal Pradesh is prone to

tandlides, s per GSL ST a climate disaster. Who are these

= 37 hydropower projects are in operation currently, and 87 more projects - " -
o fete s e - poor? They are the vulnerable
communities who probably do

not have what | call as climate

insurance. You know, they
don't have access to insurance.
the vulnerable communities are crying for climate protection. It is their human right they need to be

protected. It is the state that owes them a duty to protect themselves.

P scientists also say that these health issues are also a necessary problem coming from climate change.
| think it is the imperished communities of the poor communities whose rights are going to be impacted

if a pandemic strikes again.

» So | think we all owe a duty to share our wealth, to share our knowledge to empower
communities who are at the risk of climate change. It is our duty and this is very important because
unless we do, we will not be cultivating peace and it will result in violence. cultivating peace is critical.
It is very important and climate change will teach us that either in the harsh reality way or in a way that

we have never seen before.

P Climate may be one of the The dangerous & uncertain futures that lie ahead of us.
reasons because there is no

enough  employment and
livelihood in the agriculture
sector or in the organized
sector or in the urban sector
when people are migrating.
Remember, this is one reason

why people are migrating.

Think? Act Now!

» climate change is not a
myth let's face it. | think some leaders think it's a myth but it's not a myth because countries are facing
the real challenge. | think the biggest impact of climate change is going to be on basic human rights. It

is going to be on communities that are vulnerable and poor.
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» we all owe a duty towards them. | think it's important that at this point we do not focus on human
rights. We focus on human duties that one human being owes to another human being. Let's stop
human rights, let's focus on human duties. let's be human as human beings to advocate for human

rights.

> Jaibatruka Mohanta, Research Associate, Centre for Environmental Law Education,

Research and Advocacy (CEERA), National Law School of India University, Bangalore

TUVALU? CLIMATE REFUGEES?

4. A collection of 9 low-lying islands midway
biw Australia and Hawaii

 Can you give us residence?
* 15 conditions

® Australia and Tuvalu signed a bilateral
agreement DR. PYALI CHAT.

# Australia shall create a special visa for up to
280 Tuvaluans annually

Samsung SM-G. Nazlia Saima Mim

» Now for countries that are larger in response to countries like Tuvalu or various other island nations
may not be so very significant because we would be the last nations and the last people who would
have the severe effect of climate change. Rather in this light, we must see how the global community
we respond to the smaller nations and we try to handhold them and increase the level of understanding

and how do we handhold them into our communities.

THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK OUTLINES SEVEN GLOBAL TARGETS
TO BE ACHIEVED BY 2030:

* The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction is an

international document that was adopted by the United
i (S he nun Nations member states between 14 and 18 March 2015 at
'Slléﬂ STANTIAL D the World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction held in

DUCTIONS: Sendai, Japan, and endorsed by the UN General
Assembly in June 2015.
A Reduce globaldisaster 0
etalty 2 * The Sendai Framework works hand in hand with the
= iﬁ:?‘;:’«:‘:f::::;un other 2030 Agenda agreements, including The Paris
B 10 developing countries Agreement on Climate Change, The Addis Ababa Action
8. Reduce the number of = Agenda on Financing for Development, the New Urban
affected people globaly e Agenda, and ul 1 e S ble Devel
= Goals.
B G increase the availabilty of
and sccess to multrhazard 8 e : ;
C. Reduce direct economic S8 ¢arly waning systems Understanding disaster risk.
fossinrelationto GOP 48 . .
* Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage disaster
“SUBSTANTIAL Stugihcning g g
INCREASES o . X .
D R e don * Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience.
’.‘3.5';‘.'5.1';2!’:’.3{2‘,‘51' * Ent disaster prepared: for effecti
services and to "Build Back Better” in recovery, rehabilitation and
reconstruction.

» It's not only about our survival, but it's also about the survival of all the countries together and

only then we would be actually able to achieve the agenda of peace in the international community.
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Climate challenges from a
legal perspective

Thusana Hamid

DR. PYALI CHAT.

» During around 2100, most of the islands of the country will be experiencing extreme coastal flooding

except for the capital city of Maldives with 80 percentage of the population will be affected.

» We are experiencing extreme

weather conditions. So there is a
extreme flooding happening like
almost every month now and in
coral bleaching events, the corals
are subject to mortality and several
coral bleaching events has been

recorded in Maldives since 1977.

CONSEQUENCES

Sea- level rising

+ Negatively impact freshwater

resources and terrestrial
Infrastructure

+ Low-ying  atoll islands,

eventually  making  them
uninhabitable by  Mid-21*
Century.

Beach erosion

* 97% of the islands have reported

problems of beach crosion

« Economy cffected

Coral Bleaching

* IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) is

predicting that by 2050 if the temperature rises 1.5
degrees Celsius, we can lose 70 to 90% of corals in the
whole world.

+ Coral bleaching events lead to significant shifts in fish

communities, reducing the number of catchable fishes.
which are directly linked to the economic sectors of the
country—the fishing industry and the tourism industry

Mangrove degradation

* Prevents  coastal  crosion,

protection from natural
catastrophic events, mitigate
the impacts of climate change
and they also provide habitat to
unique biodiversity.

Air Pollution

+ 48 premature deaths per year arc attributable to air

pollution exposure which is approximately 25% of the
number of deaths associated with smoking

+ Haze has been causing visual issues for people, thereby

exacerbating problems related to traveling

Extreme weather
conditions

* Actual temperatures hovering
around 30 degrees. Feels like
the temperature S
reaching over 39 degrees in the
Greater Malé Area and even
higher in some islands like
Laamu, etc

* Rainfall induced and coastal
flooding are predicted to
increase in intensity.

» Maldives has been experiencing
beach erosion and 97 percentage of the islands have reported the problem of beach erosion which
directly impacts our economy. And when it comes to coral bleaching or the IPCC predicts that by 2050

if the temperatures rise, we could lose 70 to 90 percentage of corals in the whole world.

» UDHR Article 3 talks about Right to Life while CRC Article 24 and Article 27 (1) and (3) talks about
the rights of a standard of health, the educate for the child's physical and social development and that
these appropriate measures should be taken by the state to ensure these rights. it is the powers of the
state shall be exercised within the Constitution (Article 18 of the Constitution of the Maldives 2008) and
it is the obligation of the state to ensure that these powers are, these rights are ensured to the citizens
of Maldives. And the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Article 11 (2) (a)
talks about the utilization of natural resources, the reduction of stillbirth and the improvement of all

aspects of environmental and the preservation of the environment.
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* UDHR (Universal Declaration of Human Rights) —
ARTICLE 3 - Right to Life + Article 21 - RIGHT TO LIFE

* Everyone has the right to life

* CRC (Con ion on the rights of the Child) -
Article 24 & Article 27 (1) & (3) * Article 22 - PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT

* protect and preserve the natural environment, biodiv

« enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health resources and the

andard of living adequate for the child’s physical,

mental, spiritual, moral and social development. &

uty of the country for the benefit of
present and future generations

* take measures necessary to foster conservation, ]1]'0\'L‘I'I|
pollution

appropriate measures

* CESCR (International Covenant on Economic,
Social and cultural Rights) - Article 11 (2) (a) * ARTICLE 23 - ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RIGHTS

+ utilization of natural resources and mental
reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant mortality
and for the healthy development of the child

* improvement of all aspects of environmental and ade:
industrial hygiene

Ily balanced environment
* The establishment of a
ndard on every inhabited island

tem of a reasonably

www.hwpl.kr

» The state is also under the
obligation to take the measures
necessary to foster conservation and
prevent pollution. While Article 23 of
the talks the

economic and social rights and the

Constitution about
state is under the obligation to provide
eduquate and nutritious food and clean
water, good standards of health care,
both physical and mental, healthy and

ecologically balanced.

» Maldives has an Environmental Protection Act which was endorsed in 1993 and three amendments

has been brought to it up to it so far and section one of the that says that the natural environment and

its resources are a national heritage that needs to be protected and preserved for the benefit of future

generation. And under this act a lot of natural sites and species are being protected.

P Apart from that, | think and | firmly
believe that the state should take an
active role on the front line to raise
awareness among the public. And this

involves making the public aware of the

recent acts and regulations.

compensation.

environment.

History of Maldives Calling For Help!!

* Section 1: The natural environment and its resources are a national heritage that
needs to be protected and preserved for the benefit of future generations. The
protection and preservation of the countries land and water resources, flora and fauna
as well as the beaches, reefs, lagoons and all-natural habitats are important for the
sustainable development of the country

+ Ist Amendment (Act No: 12/2014)

« Section 3: The scope of the natural environment and its resources, as well as the
obligations of the Minister, was extended.

* Section 6: The Ministry has the authority to terminate any project that has any
undesirable impact on the environment. A project so terminated shall not receive any

* Section 10: The government of the Maldives reserves right to claim compensation
for all the damages that are caused by the activities that are detrimental to the 58)

ENVIROMENTAL LAW

The Maldives Environment Protection Act (4/93) and its three amendments

* Regulation on Penalties and Compensation
for Environmental Damage (2011/R-9

* Regulation is to prevent actions that violate
the environment and ensure compensation for
damages caused by activities detrimental to
the environment. The regulation establishes
mechanisms and standards for various types
of environmental liabilities. The Government
of reserves the right to claim compensation
for activities that breach the Environmental
Protection and Preservation Act 4/93

+ Waste Management Regulation (2013/R-

+ The regulation sets down Waste management
standards, permits, waste transfer standards,

President HE Mr Mohamed Nasheed “As beaches are lost
to rising seas, houses to storm surges, jobs as fish stocks
dwindle, and lives lost to more frequent extreme weather
events, the scattering of islands becomes harder and harder
fo govern “until a point is reached when we must consider
abandoning our homeland.

Conference of Small states
on sea-level rise was held on
Nov 1989

22nd Nov 1989 24th Sep 2009

17th July 2007
President HE Mr Maumoon Abdul
Gayyom “Climate change, sea level
rise and their related effects are, to the
Maldivian people, a reality encountered
right now in their daily lives

26th Oct 2021

President HE Mr [brahim
Mohamed Solih “ It is
now a global emergency™

+ 2% Amendment (Act No: 19/2021

Section (8-1): Prohibition of import, manufacturing and marketing of Single-use
plastics

+ Section (8-1) (c): Mandates the publication of a list of Single-Use Plastics (SUPs) in

reporting mechanisms and enforcement.

+ Protected Area Regulation (2018/R-78)
+ Protected Species Regulation (2021/R-25)

. /‘\. _—

the Gazette by the president.

28th  June 2022
Minister of
Environment:  “one
country cannot
protect and preserve
the oceans alone, we
need fo save our

And we need to establish a connection

between these acts and regulation with

onl ey by the fundamental rights and the

limiting the global .

temperatre i consequences  elaborating on  the
MEASUTES importance of doing this, as it will

been

Implemented)

facilitate the public to accept these things

more easily to believe.

» Maldives is experiencing all of those climatic challenges which | have mentioned before and a lot of

actions are being taken from the government side... | firmly believe that individual actions can yield
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substantial positive effects. So it is imperative to recognize that just as humanity relies on nature,

nature equally depends on our respect and preservation efforts.

< Audiences impression & Comment >

> Dr. Rajesh Kumar, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Delhi, India

P everybody gave really very good perspective on different aspects of and different consequences of
climate change. But as in the last speaker mentioned about that, the consequences are going to be very
severe not only for the people living in these islands lesson, but also for the other countries because

when they are migrating to another country.

» the country who are going to host these
migrants, will face many kinds of challenges,
cultural challenges because these countries
might be having a different socio, religious
backing and when they are moving to
another country. the host country would
certainly be facing some kind of conflict with
the migrant population. So that would further
to escalate the issue of violence and other
kinds of human rights violence. So that's what

| think would and we deserve to be taken care

of in the coming time.

» Fahim Paigham, CBC Manager, Care of Afghan Families for Community Development
Organization (CAFCDO) & UN Women, Afghanistan
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» Recently Afghanistan communities suffering from an earthquake in the eastern west of the country.
Also because of poor economic situation
in regime changing Afghanistan people
more and the risk of climate change and
also and the situation of, regarding natural
disasters regarding the climate because of
dirty air pollution particularly in this
winter he season in the capital of
Afghanistan is most dangerous. So | would
like to draw your attention for this part of
the world which is most vulnerable and

needs all attention. And thank you for

holding this important webinar.

> lyolanda Graca, Advisor of Minister Of Justice For Communication and Image, Sao

Tomé and Principe

» Climate change and human rights are not
just one country's problem, but everyone's
problem. Maldives and Sao Tome and Principe
are the same island country, but have different
climate change situations. To address these
issues, it is important that we raise
awareness of the issue of climate change. In
Sao Tome and Principe, we want everyone to

discuss the same topic as one. This is why |

participated in this human rights webinar.

» Dr. Pyali Chatterjee, Head of Dean, Faculty of law, ICFAI University, India
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» There is a gender issues in the areas
wherever there is a natural disaster
because in all those areas it has been seen
and find out that females, particularly
females, either they were forcefully or you
know, somewhere they were traffic to
support their family. So this is another issue
which has to be dealt not only in national
level but also in international level because
this is something where you cannot ask the
government to help because unless and until

government are aware of this issue because

www.hwpl.kr

these are things like | have already said that these are the people who are from economic backward

classes and to support their family, these ladies, their folks, to choose this posituation as their economic

support.

P these are the things where NGO workers or where people like us can help them. So this is one thing

which I'd like to highlight in this discussion this thing | just want to add that these are also another

issues related to climate change.

» Ashutosh Arya, Director of Jabaj Educational and Welfare Foundation, India

» Yazdi Zaman, Student, Bangladesh

» The natural disaster is like keep coming,
you know, year after year. maybe like we can
say in the northeastern part of India, maybe in
the southern part of India it's like very
frequent, very frequent nearwise if we keep
coming, then people will be forced to

migrate from there to any other place.

» Also like migration is like a real, real issue
it should be addressed accordingly like if the
natural disasters keep coming, we can bring
out some solutions at a small level and then
they achieve the main, the main goal of the,

they cut out the, some of the things.
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HWPL

(&
P I'm really grateful to be a part of this wonderful event. This really helped me to it really helped me
in the sense that it added a new dimension to my understanding on climate and human rights. |
never actually thought from this dimension from this perspective and Bangladesh being ground zero for
climate change and its impact. | think it's critical for us as Bangladesh to understand the kind of

impact it's going to have on us, our lives, our livelihood and income in the near future.

< Henceforward plan >

- The results of the webinar will be promoted to the Ministers and relevant officials of the Home Affairs,
Justice, and Environmental Departments (such as the Ministry of Fisheries and the Ministry of

Environment) in each country and propose discussions and cooperation on practical measures for peace.

- In the future, HWPL's Global 03 Branch will submit webinar results reports every year to the United
Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) to form international ties and public opinion. Through this, it
can be expected that the effectiveness of human rights obligations can be secured by increasing
interaction between the state and civil society. In addition, in accordance with the DPCW Article 10,
‘Spreading a Culture of Peace’, sustainable development activities such as discussions on the relationship
between human rights in the war-like climate change and education and campaigns for the

institutionalization of peace will be carried out with citizens around the world.

- Periodic webinars will be further conducted to submit the results of webinars to international
conferences, including side events at the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC), advocating
for the necessity of substantial peace through collective solidarity and cooperation among nations and

societies.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

HWPL Global 03 Branch

Jaden Lee, Department of International Law
Phone +82-10-8025-4586

Email int.law_bs@hwpl.kr
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